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01 — WHY AI CERTIFICATIONS MATTER RIGHT NOW

AI skills are the fastest growing demand in the global job market. Companies across every industry

are actively hiring people who understand AI tools, automation, and data analysis. A free certification

from Google, Microsoft, or IBM does three things for you immediately.

→ It signals to employers that you have current, relevant skills

→ It gives you a credential you can add to LinkedIn and your resume today

→ It teaches you real tools you can use to offer services and generate income

■ THE KEY INSIGHT: These are not participation certificates. They are skill-based

credentials from companies that set the standard for AI in the industry. When a hiring

manager sees Google AI Essentials on your LinkedIn they know exactly what it means.

02 — THE THREE BEST FREE AI CERTIFICATIONS AT A
GLANCE

COMPANY CERTIFICATION PLATFORM COST TIME BEST FOR

Google AI Essentials Coursera Free ~8 hours Practical AI tools for work

Microsoft AI Skills Initiative Microsoft Learn Free 2-4 hours AI fundamentals + Copilot

IBM AI Fundamentals IBM SkillsBuild Free 6-10 hours AI concepts + real applications

Google Machine Learning Crash CourseGoogle Free ~15 hours Deeper ML understanding

DeepLearning.AIAI For Everyone Coursera Free audit 6 hours Business AI strategy

LinkedIn Career Essentials in Generative AILinkedIn Learning Free ~4 hours Workplace AI skills



CERT 3
Google AI Essentials
coursera.org/learn/google-ai-essentials · Free — no credit card needed · Approximately
8 hours total — 5 modules

Google AI Essentials is a beginner-friendly course that teaches you how to use AI tools in your

everyday work. It covers the fundamentals of generative AI, how to write effective prompts, how to

use Google's AI tools responsibly, and practical applications for productivity and problem solving.

Taught by Google employees with real workplace scenarios.

What You Learn: How generative AI works, responsible AI use, prompt engineering basics,
Google Workspace AI features, and how to apply AI tools to real work tasks

How To Enroll: Go to coursera.org. Search Google AI Essentials. Click Enroll for Free. Create a
free Coursera account. Complete all 5 modules. Download your certificate.

CERT 4
Microsoft AI Skills Initiative
learn.microsoft.com · 100% Free · 2 to 4 hours

Microsoft's AI Skills Initiative is a collection of free learning paths covering AI fundamentals, Microsoft

Copilot, and responsible AI. It is shorter than the Google course but highly credible because it comes

directly from Microsoft and covers tools that millions of businesses already use — especially

Microsoft 365 and Copilot.

What You Learn: AI fundamentals, how Microsoft Copilot works, how to use AI in Microsoft 365
apps like Word, Excel, and Teams, and principles of responsible AI

How To Enroll: Go to learn.microsoft.com. Search AI Skills Initiative or Microsoft Copilot
Fundamentals. Start the free learning path. Complete the modules. Download your badge.

CERT 5
IBM AI Fundamentals
skillsbuild.org · 100% Free · 6 to 10 hours

IBM SkillsBuild offers a comprehensive AI Fundamentals certification that covers the theory and

application of AI more deeply than the Google or Microsoft courses. It includes modules on machine

learning, natural language processing, computer vision, and ethics. IBM's credibility in enterprise AI

makes this certificate highly recognized in corporate environments.

What You Learn: Core AI concepts, machine learning basics, natural language processing,
computer vision, AI ethics and bias, and real-world AI applications across industries

How To Enroll: Go to skillsbuild.org. Create a free account. Search AI Fundamentals. Enroll in
the course. Complete all modules and the final assessment. Download your digital badge.



08 — HOW TO TURN YOUR CERTIFICATIONS INTO
INCOME

A certification alone does not create income. What creates income is combining the credential with a

clear service offer and a path to clients. Here is the exact system.

1 Complete All Three Certifications
Finish Google AI Essentials, Microsoft AI Skills, and IBM AI Fundamentals. All three. This
weekend if possible.

2 Update LinkedIn Immediately
Add all three under Licenses and Certifications. Update your headline to include AI. Example:
Content Creator | AI Automation Specialist | Certified by Google, Microsoft, IBM

3 Update Your Resume
Add a Certifications section. List all three with the issuing organization and completion date.

4 Define Your Service
Choose one AI service to offer based on what you learned. Content writing. Social media
management. Automation setup. Email marketing. Pick one.

5 Build One Sample
Use AI to create one strong example of your service for a fictional or real business. This is
your proof of work.

6 Reach Out To 10 Businesses
Find 10 local or online businesses that could use your service. Send a short direct message
referencing your certifications and offering a free sample or trial.

7 Deliver And Raise Rates
Deliver excellent work on your first clients. Ask for referrals. Raise your rates as you build a
track record.

09 — THE ONE WEEKEND COMPLETION PLAN

TIME TASK CERTIFICATION

Saturday Morning Complete Microsoft AI Skills Initiative Microsoft — 2-4 hours



Saturday Afternoon Complete Google AI Essentials — Modules 1-3 Google — 4 hours

Saturday Evening Complete Google AI Essentials — Modules 4-5 Google — 4 hours

Sunday Morning Complete IBM AI Fundamentals — Part 1 IBM — 3-5 hours

Sunday Afternoon Complete IBM AI Fundamentals — Part 2 IBM — 3-5 hours

Sunday Evening Download all badges. Update LinkedIn. Update resume. All three complete

Monday Morning Send 10 outreach messages to potential clients. Income path begins

■ THE BOTTOM LINE: By Monday morning you have three legitimate AI certifications

from Google, Microsoft, and IBM. You have updated your LinkedIn and resume. You have

sent 10 outreach messages. You have started. Results vary — but the tools are free, the

credentials are real, and the demand is growing every day.

Results vary. Educational purposes only. Not financial or career advice. Your AI Money Machine does not
guarantee specific income or employment outcomes from completing these certifications.
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