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01 — WHY AI IMAGES ARE CHANGING CONTENT
CREATION

Professional photography used to cost hundreds or thousands of dollars per shoot. Stock photo

subscriptions run $30-100 per month. Custom illustrations required hiring a designer. AI image

generation eliminates all three costs — and delivers results in under 30 seconds.

■ THE SHIFT: A solo creator with zero design experience can now produce studio-quality

product photos, cinematic scenes, brand visuals, and custom illustrations — for free —

using nothing but a text description.

What People Are Using AI Images For Right Now:

→ Product marketing photos without a photographer or studio

→ Social media content — thumbnails, covers, post visuals

→ Book covers and course thumbnails

→ Brand identity visuals — logos, headers, promotional materials

→ Video B-roll and background images

→ Website hero images and blog post illustrations

→ Personal branding photos in exotic locations without traveling



02 — THE FOUR-PART PROMPT FORMULA

This formula works in every AI image app on this list. Use all four parts every time for the best results.

PART WHAT TO WRITE EXAMPLE

1 — SUBJECT What or who is in the image A luxury penthouse living room at night

2 — STYLE The visual style you want Photorealistic, cinematic, product photography, portrait, illustration

3 — LIGHTING The light quality and source Golden hour light, studio lighting, neon glow, soft natural light

4 — QUALITY Resolution and detail tags 8K, ultra detailed, sharp focus, professional, award winning photography

■ MASTER FORMULA: "[Subject description], [style], [lighting description], [quality tags]"

EXAMPLE: "A Black man in a luxury penthouse looking out at a city skyline at night,

photorealistic, cinematic lighting, floor-to-ceiling windows, 8K ultra detailed sharp focus"



03-06 — THE FOUR APPS — FULL BREAKDOWN

APP 1 — ChatGPT + DALL-E · chatgpt.com · Free — GPT-4o with usage limits
The most accessible starting point. DALL-E is built directly into ChatGPT so there is nothing extra to

install or sign up for. Describe your image in plain conversational language and it generates it

instantly. The integration with ChatGPT means you can also ask it to refine, adjust, or explain what

prompts work best.

Best for: Beginners. Quick content images. Concept visualization. Social media visuals.

Limitations: Daily generation limits on free tier. Less control over fine details than specialized
apps.

Pro tip: After generating an image ask ChatGPT to describe exactly what prompt it used. Save
that prompt and refine it for future use.

How to use: Open chatgpt.com. Start a new chat. Type your prompt using the four-part formula.
The image appears directly in the chat. Right click to save.

APP 2 — Adobe Firefly · firefly.adobe.com · Free tier — 25 credits/month
Adobe Firefly is trained exclusively on licensed and copyright-cleared images which makes it the

safest choice for commercial use. If you are creating images for products, marketing materials, or

anything you plan to sell — Firefly is the most legally sound option. The output quality is exceptional.

Best for: Commercial use. Product images. Marketing materials. Professional brand visuals.

Limitations: 25 free credits per month — each generation uses 1 credit. More credits require a
paid plan.

Pro tip: Use the Content Type filter to select Photo for the most photorealistic results. Combine
with the Style Reference option to match a specific aesthetic.

How to use: Go to firefly.adobe.com. Sign in with a free Adobe account. Select Text to Image.
Enter your prompt. Adjust Style, Color, Lighting, and Composition sliders for refinement.

APP 3 — ImagineArt · imagine.art · Free tier available
ImagineArt specializes in hyper-realistic outputs and has some of the most impressive photorealistic

results of any free tool. It offers multiple AI models to choose from — each with a different visual style

— which gives you significantly more creative control than ChatGPT. The free tier is generous and

the speed is fast.

Best for: Hyper-realistic portraits. Lifestyle images. Creative scenes. Fantasy and cinematic
visuals.

Limitations: Watermarks on free tier images. Some models require credits.

Pro tip: Try the Realistic Vision model for photorealistic results. Use the Negative Prompt field to
exclude things you do not want — for example: blurry, low quality, cartoon.



How to use: Go to imagine.art. Create a free account. Select a model. Enter your prompt. Use
the negative prompt field. Adjust aspect ratio to 9:16 for vertical content.

APP 4 — Microsoft Designer · designer.microsoft.com · Free — powered by
DALL-E
Microsoft Designer is completely free with a Microsoft account and is powered by the same DALL-E

technology as ChatGPT. What makes it different is the design interface — you can generate an

image and immediately place it into a social media template, add text overlays, and export a finished

graphic. It combines image generation with basic design tools.

Best for: Social media graphics. Thumbnails. Posts that combine AI images with text overlays.

Limitations: Less creative control over pure image generation compared to ImagineArt or Firefly.

Pro tip: Use Designer to generate the image AND create the final graphic in one workflow.
Generate your AI image then add your headline, logo, and CTA directly in Designer before
exporting.

How to use: Go to designer.microsoft.com. Sign in with a free Microsoft account. Choose Image
Creator or a template. Enter your prompt. Edit the result with Designer tools. Download.



07 — 30 READY-TO-USE IMAGE PROMPTS

LIFESTYLE & PEOPLE
→ "A confident professional man in a luxury penthouse at night looking out at a city

skyline, photorealistic, cinematic lighting, 8K ultra detailed"

→ "A woman working on a laptop at a beachfront cafe, golden hour light, photorealistic,

shallow depth of field, 8K sharp focus"

→ "A person holding a smartphone on a rooftop with a city skyline at sunset,

photorealistic, warm cinematic lighting, ultra detailed"

→ "Two business professionals in a modern glass office building, natural daylight,

photorealistic, professional photography, 8K"

→ "A man sitting on a yacht deck at sunset with the Mediterranean sea behind him,

photorealistic, golden hour, cinematic, ultra detailed"

PRODUCT & MARKETING
→ "A luxury watch on a dark marble surface with soft dramatic lighting, product

photography, photorealistic, 8K ultra detailed sharp focus"

→ "A smartphone showing a clean app interface on a wooden desk with coffee, flat lay

product photography, natural light, 8K"

→ "A premium skincare product bottle on white marble with soft shadows, photorealistic,

studio lighting, commercial photography, ultra detailed"

→ "An open laptop on a minimalist desk showing data dashboards, clean and modern, natural

window light, photorealistic, 8K"

→ "A digital course or ebook cover mockup on a MacBook screen, photorealistic, dark

luxury background, cinematic lighting"

LOCATIONS & SETTINGS
→ "Dubai Marina at night, luxury yachts docked, skyscrapers reflected in calm water,

photorealistic, cinematic, 8K ultra detailed"

→ "A luxury penthouse interior at night with floor-to-ceiling windows showing a city

skyline, photorealistic, cinematic lighting, ultra detailed"

→ "Sedona Arizona red rock formations at golden hour, dramatic sky, photorealistic,

landscape photography, 8K sharp focus"

→ "Malibu beachfront restaurant at sunset, Pacific Ocean in background, warm light,

photorealistic, cinematic, ultra detailed"

→ "One World Trade Center Observatory interior at night, Manhattan skyline below,

photorealistic, dramatic, 8K"

ABSTRACT & TECH
→ "A glowing AI brain made of blue light circuits floating in dark space, cinematic,

ultra detailed, 8K, sci-fi aesthetic"

→ "Gold coins and dollar signs exploding from a glowing treasure chest on a black

background, photorealistic, dramatic lighting"

→ "A holographic dashboard showing data analytics floating above a luxury desk,

futuristic, cinematic, blue neon light, 8K"

→ "An AI robot made of chrome and gold armor with glowing eyes, cinematic 3D render,

dramatic lighting, ultra detailed"



→ "Abstract flowing golden data streams on a dark background, digital art, cinematic,

ultra detailed, 8K"

BRAND & SOCIAL MEDIA
→ "A clean minimal YouTube thumbnail background — dark gradient with gold accent

lighting, 16:9, professional, ultra detailed"

→ "A TikTok-style vertical background — dark luxury room with warm ambient lighting,

9:16, photorealistic, cinematic"

→ "A bold social media quote card background — black marble with gold veining, clean,

premium, ultra detailed"

→ "A professional headshot background — modern office with soft bokeh, neutral tones,

photorealistic, studio quality"

→ "A product announcement background — dark space with floating particles and gold light

beams, dramatic, 8K"

NATURE & ATMOSPHERE
→ "Storm clouds over an open ocean at sunset, dramatic, cinematic, photorealistic, 8K

ultra detailed"

→ "Cherry blossoms at night with city lights in the background, bokeh, photorealistic,

soft warm light"

→ "A mountain peak above the clouds at sunrise, epic landscape, photorealistic, 8K sharp

focus"

→ "A luxury infinity pool overlooking a tropical ocean at golden hour, photorealistic,

cinematic, ultra detailed"

→ "A snowy mountain lodge exterior at night with warm lights inside, photorealistic, cozy

cinematic atmosphere, 8K"



08 — HOW TO USE AI IMAGES FOR YOUR CONTENT

Social Media Posts
Generate a custom image for every post instead of using stock photos. Your visuals will look more

unique and on-brand than everyone using the same stock libraries.

YouTube Thumbnails
Use AI to generate a dramatic background scene then add your face and text overlay in Canva or

CapCut. Thumbnails that look cinematic get more clicks.

Video B-Roll
Generate background images and scenes to use as B-roll cutaways in your HeyGen videos. This is

how to get cinematic visuals without a film crew.

Digital Products
Use AI images for ebook covers, course thumbnails, and product mockups. A professionally

designed cover increases perceived value and conversions.

Brand Identity
Generate consistent visual assets for your brand — headers, backgrounds, icons — that match your

color scheme and aesthetic every time.

Ad Creative
Generate multiple variations of ad imagery quickly and test which ones perform best before investing

in professional photography.

Educational purposes only. Results vary. Not financial advice.
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